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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-47 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 38-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. The steps of claims 38-39 consist solely of a 
data field or data packet to be transmitted and analyzing steps that do not produce a 
tangible result. Please note that the claims are directed merely to "transimitting" or 
"analyzing" steps without positively reciting the tangible output. The language of claims 
38-39 is directed merely to an abstract idea that is not tied to a technological art, 
environment, or machine which would result in a practical application producing a 
concrete, useful, and tangible result to form the basis of statutory subject matter under 
35 U.S.C. 101. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
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applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-47 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Gotou 
et ai. (US 2002/0013635 A1). 

1. A system that facilitates optimizing industrial business operations, comprising: 
a component that receives data relating to state(s) of a subset of machines that are part 
of the industrial business operations Page 1, [0011H0012]); and a prognostics engine 
that infers future state(s) of at least a subset of the operations based in part on the 
received data, the prognotics engine comprising a plurality of intelligent software agents 
that serve as proxies fro at least the subset of machines, for modeling and representing 
interactions with one another, and for facilitating convergence on modification and 
control of the subset of machines, for efficiently optimizing industrial business 
operations (Page 2 [0013]; Page 5, [0051]-[0052]. 

2. The system of claim 1 , further comprising a host computer that executes the 
prognostic engine (Fig. 1, element 17). 

3. The system of claim 1 , the prognostic engine comprising a classifier (Page 6 [0060]- 
[0061]; Page 20, [0239]). 

4. The system of claim 1, at least a subset of the machines comprising prognostic 
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components that collaborate in a distributed manner (Page 3, [0029]-[0030]). 

5. The system of claim 1 , at least one of the prognostics components performs 
prognoses for a cluster of machines (Page 1 , [001 1]-[0012]). 

6. The system of claim 1 , the prognosis engine and the prognostic components 
collaborating to improve operating rate of at least a subset of the machines (Page 2, 
[0013]). 

7. The system of claim 3, the classifier performs a probabilistic analysis in connection 
with the inference ([02030]). 

8. The system of claim 1 , at least a subset of the machines and/or components are 
represented by intelligent agents (Fig. 10, element 4). 

9. The system of claim 1 , at least a subset of the machines and/or components are 
physically located remote from one another (Fig. 21 ). 

10. A method that facilitates asset optimization in an industrial automation environment, 
comprising: receiving and analyzing in real-time data relating to diagnoses and 
prognoses of operational aspects of a subset of machines that are part of the industrial 
automation system; modeling and representing interactions of the subset of machines 
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for facilitating convergence on modification and control of the subset of machines; (Figs. 
26-27, element 114); and modifying asset utilization in the industrial automation system 
based at least in part as a function of the analyzed diagnostic and prognostic machine 
data (Page 6 [0064]). 

1 1 . The method of claim 10 further comprising: selecting a desired operating point 
within an allowable range of operation about a system setpoint according to 
performance characteristics associated with at least one of the machines; and 
controlling at least one machine according to the desired operating point (Pag. 2, 
[0020]). 

12. The method of claim 10, further comprising employing an options based analysis in 
connection with asset management (Page 3, [0029]-[0032]). 

13. The method of claim 1 1 , further comprising obtaining the system setpoint and the 
allowable range of operation from a user (Page 2, [0020]). 

14. The method of claim 1 1 , wherein selecting the desired operating point comprises: 
correlating at least two of motor efficiency information, pump efficiency information, and 
motor drive efficiency information in order to derive correlated system efficiency 
information (Page 18, [0208]); and selecting the desired operating point as the optimum 
efficiency point within the allowable range of operation according to the correlated 
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system efficiency information (page 2, [0020]). 
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1 5. The method of claim 14, wherein controlling the system according to the desired 
operating point comprises providing a motor speed signal to the motor drive according 
to the desired operating point (Page 1 , [0002]). 

1 6. The method of claim 14, further comprising obtaining at least one of the efficiency 
information, the allowable range, and the system setpoint from a user (Page 2, [0020]). 

17. The method of claim 14, further comprising obtaining at least one of the efficiency 
information, the allowable range, and the system setpoint from a host computer (page 2, 
[0020]). 

18. The method of claim 17, wherein the at least one of the efficiency information, the 
allowable range, and the system setpoint is obtained via a network (Page 2, [0020]); 
Fig. 28). 

1 9. The method of claim 18, wherein the at least one of the efficiency information, the 
allowable range, and the system setpoint is obtained via wireless communications(Page 
2, [0020]); Fig. 28). 

20. The method of claim 14, further comprising obtaining at least a portion of one of the 
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efficiency information, the allowable range, and the system setpoint from prior operation 
of the system (Page 6, [0057]). 

21 . The method of claim 1 1 , wherein selecting the desired operating point comprises: 
correlating component performance information associated with at least two 
components in the system in order to derive correlated system performance information 
(Page 17, [0204]); and selecting the desired operating point as the optimum 
performance point within the allowable range of operation according to the correlated 
system performance information (Page 2, [0020]). 

22. The method of claim 21 , wherein controlling the system according to the desired 
operating point comprises providing a setpoint to a controller associated with the system 
according to the desired operating point (Page 2, [0020]). 

23. The method of claim 12, further comprising automatically ordering an asset via the 
Internet (Page 6, [0057]). 

As for claims 24-27, the same citations applied to claims 17-20 above apply as well for 
these claism. 

28. The method of claim 21 , wherein the component performance information 
comprises at least one of life cycle cost information, efficiency information, life 
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expectancy information, safety information, emissions information, operational cost 
information, MTBF information, noise information, and vibration information (Page 6, 
[0059]). 

29. The method of claim 28, wherein the system comprises a motorized pump system 
for pumping fluid, having an electric motor operatively coupled with a pump, and a 
motor drive providing electrical power to the motor, wherein the component 
performance information comprises efficiency information related to at least two of the 
motor, the pump, and the motor drive, and wherein the correlated system performance 
information comprises cost information related to the system operational cost per unit of 
fluid pumped (Page 18, [0208]). 

30. The method of claim 10, wherein the system comprises a motorized pump system 
having an electric motor operatively coupled with a pump, and a motor drive providing 
electrical power to the motor, and wherein the performance characteristics associated 
with a plurality of components in the system comprises life expectancies of at least two 
of the motor, the pump, and the motor drive (Page 18, [0208]). 

31 . The method of claim 10, wherein the system comprises a motorized pump system 
having an electric motor operatively coupled with a pump, and a motor drive providing 
electrical power to the motor, and wherein the performance characteristics associated 
with a plurality of components in the system comprises cost of operation associated with 
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at least two of the motor, the pump, and the motor drive (Page 1 8, [0208]). 

32. The method of claim 10, wherein selecting the desired operating point comprises 
measuring at least one process variable from a sensor associated with the system 
(Page 6, [0058]-[0059]). 

As for claim 33, the same citations applied to claim 10 above apply as well for this 
claim. 

As for claims 34-35, the same citations applied to claim 1 above apply as well for these 
claims. 

36. A computer readable medium storing the components of claim 1 (Fig. 24, element 
119). 

37. A computer readable medium having stored thereon computer executable 
instructions for performing the method of claim 10 (Fig. 24, element 119). 

38. A data packet adapted to be transmitted between at least two computer processes, 
comprising: a data field comprising information relating to regulating operation of a 
business component based at least upon prognostic data concerning a machine (Fig. 
24). 
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39. An industrial automation layout methodology, comprising: analyzing machine related 
prognostic data (Fig. 24, element 101); analyzing business concern data (Fig. 24, 
PORPER REPLACEMENT BUDGET); analyzing business objective data( PROPER 
STOCK MANAGEMENT); and specifying machine acquisition based at least in part 
upon the analyses (Page 6, [0057]; Page 7, [0075]). 

40. A computer-implemented method for ordering parts in an industrial automation 
environment, comprising: automatically receiving an analyzing data relating to a 
prognosis of a future state of a machine (Fig. 24, element 101 ); automatically inferring a 
failure period for at least one part of the machine (Page 6, [0057]); and automatically 
ordering a replacement for the at least one part prior to the inferred failure period (Page 
6, [0057]). 

41 . The method of claim 40 further comprising employing an options based scheme in 
connection with machine management (Page 7, [0075]). 

42. The method of claim 40 further comprising employing an options based scheme in 
connection with decision support (Page 20, [0239]). 

43. The method of claim 40 further comprising employing an options based scheme in 
connection with asset optimization (page 20, [0239]). 
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44. A system that facilitates optimizing industrial business operations, comprising: a 
component that receives data relating to state of a subset of machines that are part of 
the industrial business operations (Fig. 24, element 101); and a prognostics engine that 
infers future state of at least a subset of the operations based in part on the received 
data, the prognostics engine comprising a plurality of intelligent software agents that 
serve as proxies for at least the subset of machines, for modeling and representing 
interactions with one another, and for facilitating convergence on modification and 
control of the subset of machines (Page 2 [0013]; Page 5, [0051]-[0052]; Fig. 10). 

45. The system of claim 44, the prognostic engine infers future business conditions 
(Page 6, [0057]). 

46. The system of claim 45, the future business conditions comprising at least one of 
future raw materials and future product demand (Page 6, [0057]). 

47. A system that facilitates optimizing industrial business operations, comprising: a 
component that receives data relating to state of a that is part of the industrial business 
operations (Fig. 24, element 101 ; and a prognostics engine that infers future state of at 
least a subset of the operations based in part on the received data, the prognostics 
engine comprising a plurality of intelligent software agents for modeling and 
representing interactions between the subset of machines, for efficiently optimizing 
industrial business operations (Page 2 [0013]; Page 5, [0051]-[0052]; Fig. 10). 



Application/Control Number: 10/674,966 
Art Unit: 2125 



Page 12 



Conclusion 



4. Any inquiry concerning communication or earlier communication from the 
examiner should be directed to Zoila Cabrera, whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3738. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 8:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. EST 
(every other Friday). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by phone fail, the examiner's supervisor, Leo 
Picard, can be reached on (571) 272-3749. Additionally, the fax phones for Art Unit 
2125 are (703) 872-9306. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this 
application should be directed to the group receptionist at (703) 305-9600. 




Zoila Cabrera 
Patent Examiner 
3/20/06 



